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This paper is the result of collaborative research conducted by OMB Watch and Grantmakers 
Without Borders.  We believe charities in the United States and throughout the world play a key 
role in democratic systems by giving citizens a vehicle for participation, providing tools and in-
formation that help people get involved, and delivering assistance to those in need.  Since Sept. 
11, 2001, we have witnessed counterterrorism programs erode the freedom and ability of chari-
ties and their funders to carry out their missions and improve the lives of the world’s people.  
We believe that this is damaging civil society in the United States and negatively impacting the 
nation’s reputation and effectiveness on the global stage.  We hope this paper will serve as a 
resource for charities, foundations, and policymakers as they seek to understand the impacts 
that counterterrorism measures have on charities and as they look to develop more equitable 
policies that protect the inherent rights of charities and the people the organizations serve.
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This paper is available in electronic format at http://www.ombwatch.org/npadv/PDF/collater-
aldamage.pdf.
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About OMB Watch

OMB Watch is a nonprofit government watchdog organization dedicated to promoting govern-
ment accountability, citizen participation in public policy decisions, and the use of fiscal and 
regulatory policy to serve the public interest.

About Grantmakers Without Borders

Grantmakers Without Borders is a philanthropic network dedicated to increasing funding for 
international social justice and environmental sustainability.  Our members, presently number-
ing 150 international grantmaking entities, include private and public foundations, individual 
donors, and other allies in philanthropy.
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