January 12, 2006

Office of Environmental Information (OEI) Docket
Environmental Protection Agency

Mail Code: 28221T

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW

Washington, DC 20460

Re: Docket ID No. TRI-2005-0073

On behalf of the elected officials signed below, please accept these comments on Docket
ID No. TRI-2005-0073, which contains the proposals to weaken the Toxic Release
Inventory.

The Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) is a powerful tool for communities to find out about
harmful contaminants that are released into the local environment, and is an important
asset in efforts to protect our environment and quality of life. Local officials often find
TRI useful during emergencies, such as during Hurricane Katrina. We cannot support
any effort to weaken the reporting requirements under the TRI program.

We urge EPA to:

e Maintain the annual reporting requirement under TRI, and do not reduce the
frequency of reports to once every other year. It already takes too long for the
public to find out about toxic emissions.

e Maintain the current threshold for reporting toxic chemical releases. EPA’s
proposal to raise the threshold by a factor of 10 would eliminate reports for many
chemicals and facilities.

e Maintain the current reporting requirements for persistent and bioaccumulative
toxins. Because these hazards accumulate in our bodies, these are the most
dangerous toxins and current thresholds should not be weakened.

We urge EPA to withdraw the proposals in Docket ID No. TRI-2005-0073. We need to
know more, not less, about toxic chemicals to which our constituents are exposed. TRI is
a successful program that should not be dismantled.

Sincerely,
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District 33, Allegheny County

Rep. H. William DeWeese
District 50, Greene County

Rep. Todd Eachus
District 116, Luzerne County

Rep. Dwight D. Evans
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Rep. Robert Godshall
District 53, Montgomery County
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