233 ENVIRONMENTAL, HEALTH, LABOR, PUBLIC INTEREST,
SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE INVESTMENT AND RESEARCH
ORGANIZATIONS CALL ON CONGRESS TO
STtopP EPA FROM REDUCING ToXIC CHEMICAL REPORTING

March 31, 2006

Dear Member of Congress:

On behalf of the 233 undersigned organizations, we are writing to urge Congress to stop
the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) from moving forward with a
set of proposed changes to the Toxics Release Inventory (TRI). The changes will make it
more difficult for citizens to track toxic pollution in their neighborhoods and take steps to
reduce the impact on their family’s health.

In 1986, Congress created TRI in response to the catastrophic release of toxic chemicals
at a Union Carbide plant in Bhopal, India that killed thousands of people. For nearly 20
years, TRI has been an essential tool in alerting communities, workers, first responders,
and public health officials to the presence of chemicals and has provided critical
assistance in dealing with highly hazardous situations. The EPA’s proposed TRI
cutbacks are especially troubling in light of the essential role that TRI played in
identifying toxic chemicals in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.

To preserve this important program, we, the undersigned, oppose the EPA’s recent
proposals to reduce the amount of information collected and made public under the
Toxics Release Inventory. We urge Congress to call for the EPA to immediately
withdraw these proposals.

Weakening the TRI program, the EPA plans to:

1. Move from annual to biennial reporting, leaving a gap every other year during
which companies could pollute as much as they want without reporting.

2. Allow companies to release ten times the amount of toxics before detailed
reporting is required.

3. Create a first-ever exemption on reporting the most dangerous class of
chemicals—Persistent Bioaccumulative Toxins (PBTS).

The EPA claims that these changes are necessary to reduce the reporting burden on
chemical companies, but the agency overstates the burden on industry and ignores the
very real benefits of TRI.

Direct responses to: OMB Watch, 1742 Connecticut Ave, NW, Washington, DC, 202-234-8494 (t), 202-234-8584 (f)




In a randomized survey of 60 companies, the average time to complete a TRI form was
18 hours.! Many companies have stated that TRI reporting is not a burden. “We’re set
up to do it annually,” says Kirk Thomson, Director of Environmental Affairs at the

Boeing Company. “It’s just a good business practice to track your hazardous materials.
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Edwin L. Mongan |11, Director of Energy and Environment at DuPont, states that DuPont
will probably continue to collect and release toxic information, because DuPont uses this
information internally and is “committed to being transparent about its environmental

performance.”

The TRI program has undoubtedly prevented many dangerous, and even deadly,
chemical exposures and accidents. Emergency responders, researchers, workers, public
health officials, environmentalists, community residents, and federal and state officials
routinely rely on TRI. Publication of TRI data has motivated companies to cut pollution.
From 1998 to 2003, TRI documented a 2.8 billion pound reduction in the annual release

and disposal of toxic chemicals.

We urge you to stop the EPA from undermining a successful and cost-effective public
health and safety resource. To follow up on this letter, please contact Sean Moulton,
OMB Watch, at 202-234-8494 or smoulton@ombwatch.org. We look forward to
working with you to ensure that people have the information they need to protect their

health, their families and their environment.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Public Health Groups (31)

Robert Zdenek
Alliance for Healthy Homes, DC

M. Doreen Croser
American Association on Mental Retardation,
DC

Helena R. Berger
American Association of People with
Disabilities, DC

Janice E. Nolen
American Lung Association, NY

Georges Benjamin, MD, FACP
American Public Health Association, DC

Pamela Kulbok
Association of Community Health Nursing
Educators (ACHNE), VA

Janna Starr
The Arc and United Cerebral Palsy Disability
Policy Collaboration, DC

Mo Mayrides
Asthma & Allergy Foundation of America, DC

! U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 1996 Toxic Release Inventory: Data Quality Report. EPA-745-R-

98-016, December 1998.

% Robert McClure, “Critics Rip Plan to Relax Chemical Release Rules,” Seattle Post-Intelligencer. October

22, 2005.

¥ Cheryl Hogue. “A Smaller Right-to-Know?” Chemical & Policy Engineering News. October 31, 2005.
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Lewis Cuthbert
The Alliance for a Clean Environment, PA

Kathy Andria
American Bottom Conservancy, IL

Betsy Otto
American Rivers, DC

Ann Fonfa
The Annie Appleseed Project, FL
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Becky Bornhorst
Downwinders at Risk, TX
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Tom FitzGerald
Kentucky Resources Council, Inc., KT
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Legal Environmental Assistance Foundation, FL
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Life of the Land, HI
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Literacy for Environmental Justice, CA

Gladys Schmidtz
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Lana Pollack, President
Michigan Environmental Council, Ml

Melissa K. Scanlan
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Thomas E. Natan, Jr.
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Needful Provision, Inc., OK
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New Jersey Environmental Federation, NJ

Michael L. Pisauro, Jr.
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Rick Engler
New Jersey Work Environment Council, NJ

Joel R Kupferman, Esq.
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NY

Les Blomberg
Noise Pollution Clearinghouse, VT

Grady McCallie
North Carolina Conservation Network, NC

Caroline Cox
Northwest Coalition for Alternatives to
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Michael F. Hirshfield
Oceana, DC

Sandy Buchanan
Ohio Citizen Action, OH

Vicki Deisner
The Ohio Environmental Council, OH

David Monk
Oregon Toxics Alliance, OR

Maureen Rupe
Partnership for a Sustainable Future, Inc.,
CA

Margaret Reeves
Pesticide Action Network North America, CA

Rosie Thomas
Pines Lake Garden Club, NJ

Carl Weimer
Pipeline Safety Trust, WA

Gary A. Patton
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Protect All Children's Environment, NC
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Michael Tritico
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Earth, LA
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Silicon Valley Toxics Coalition, CA
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Sierra Club, DC
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Wasatch Clean Air Coalition, Utah, UT



Harold Phillips
St. Lucie Audubon Society, FL
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Stewards of the St. Johns River, Inc., FL

Anna Tilman
STORM Coalition, Canada
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Project, CA
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Government (2)

Felipe Aguirre, Councilman
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American Federation of Government
Employees, DC

Charles M. Loveless
American Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees (AFSCME), DC
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California Coalition for Occupational Safety
and Health, CA

Dave Bennett
Canadian Labor Congress, Canada
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Coalition of Black Trade Unionists
Community Action and

Response Against Toxics, Ml
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Communications Workers of America, DC
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Massachusetts Committee for Occupational
Safety and Health, MA

Joel Shufro
New York Committee for Occupational Safety
and Health, NY
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Southeast Michigan Coalition for
Occupational Safety and Health, Ml

Eric Frumin
UNITE HERE, NY

Sylvia E. Johnson, Ph.D.
United Auto Workers (UAW), DC

Jackie Nowell
United Food and Commercial Workers
International Union, DC

William Klinefelter
United Steelworkers (USW), PA

Roger Cook
Western NY Council on Occupational Safety
and Health, NY



Free Speech & Access Advocates (10)

Mary Alice Baish
American Association of Law Libraries, DC

Lynne Bradley
American Library Association, DC

Rick Rodriguez
American Society of Newspaper Editors, VA
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Association of Research Libraries, DC
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Center for Media and Democracy, WI
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Minnesota Library Association, MN
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National Freedom of Information Coalition, MS
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Southeastern American Association of Law
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Julie Gorte
Calvert Group, Ltd., MD
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Marc Brammer
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Tim Smith
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Heidi Soumerai, SVP

Walden Asset Management, a division of
Boston Trust & Investment Management Co.,
MA
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Darryl Fagin
Americans for Democratic Action, DC

Kathryn Savoie, Ph.D.
Arab Community Center for Economic and
Social Services, Ml

Samuel H. Sage
Atlantic States Legal Foundation, Inc., NY

Frances Kunreuther
Building Movement Project, NY

Vivian Parker
California Indian Basketweavers Association,
CA

Anne Katten, MPH
California Rural Legal Assistance
Foundation, CA

Charlie Cray
Center for Corporate Policy, DC

Luke Cole
Center on Race, Poverty & the Environment,
CA

David Murphrey
Citizens for Just Democracy, TX

Alisa Gravitz
Co-op America, DC

Ana M. Soares
Coalition for Paving Frazier Park Roads, CA

Hector Alvarado
Comite Pro Uno, CA

Chellie Pingree
Common Cause, DC



Hilton Kelley
Community In-power and Development
Association, Inc., TX

Jean Halloran
Consumers Union, NY

Fred Goff
DataCenter, CA

Bill Newton
Florida Consumer Action Network, FL

Tom Devine
Government Accountability Project, DC

Rudy Arredondo
Hispanic Organizations Leadership Alliance
(HOLA), MD

Tom Goldtooth
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Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy, MN
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Integrative Strategy Forum, MD

Jaydee Hanson
International Center For Technology
Assessment, DC
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International Relations Center, SD

Jose T. Bravo
Just Transition Alliance, CA

Laura Nochomovitz
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Olivia Wein
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National Consumers League, DC

Pamela Schwartz
National Priorities Project, MA

Sean Moulton
OMB Watch, DC
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Christine Araquel
People’s Community Organization for
Reform and Empowerment, CA
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Policy Development, MA

James K. Boyce
Political Economy Research Institute, MA

Tyson Slocum
Public Citizen's Energy Project, DC
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David Lighthall, Ph.D.
Relational Culture Institute, CA

Eboni Neal Cochran
Rubbertown Emergency ACTion (REACT),
KY

Georgia Good
Rural Advancement Fund, North and South
Carolina, SC

Cammie Donaldson
Space Coast Progressive Alliance, FL

Susan Frank
Steven and Michele Kirsch Foundation, CA
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Reece Rushing
Center for American Progress, DC



Michael K. Heiman
Dickinson College, Department of
Environmental Studies, PA

Gershon Cohen, Ph.D.
Earth Island Institute, AK

Beth Burrows
The Edmonds Institute, WA

Robin Saha
Environmental Politics and Policy, University
of MT

Alicia Culver
EnviroSpec, CA

Elena Conte
Sustainable South Bronx, NY

Steven Aftergood
Federation of American Scientists, DC

Wendy Gordon
The Green Guide Institute, NY

Ronald P. Koopman, Ph.D.
Hazard Analysis Consulting, CA

Tom Lent
Healthy Building Network, DC

Cathy Pedler
Mercyhurst College, PA

Francesca Grifo
Union of Concerned Scientists, MA



